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The Patrician 

by John Galsworthy 
The book revolves around the story of two love affairs. Miltoun (an aspiring politician) 
proposes to Mrs Audrey Noel, only to find that she is not a widow as everyone supposes, 
but that her husband is still alive and therefore the match is impossible. Meanwhile, 

Miltoun’s younger sister Barbara develops an equally unwise romance with the rebellious 
Courtier. 

 
The story of what happens to these ill-matched pairs is played out against a 

brilliant portrayal of the Victorian upper class, its snobbery and its concerns. 
(The patrician in the title refers to Miltoun, who is thus called by Courtier, 

whose politics are the opposite to his.) 

Read by Simon Evers 

Total running time: 09:49:54 
This recording is in the public domain and may be 

reproduced, distributed, or modified without 

permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 

librivox.org. 

Detail of The Mermaid (1910) by Howard Pyle. Copyright 

expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with 

author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Mary Kay. 

This design is in the public domain. 
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